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Hello!
 I am a sheep, and this is my shepherd.
These are all my friends.  
We are called a flock.
We follow the shepherd because he brings us to places where we can eat and drink.

Nice day today!
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Oh, look over there! 
The grass looks good. 
It is only a few feet away.  







I think I will go over there.

I can still see and hear the flock. 
I am not that far.
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Look! I can see some very green, tall grass! 
It tastes delicious!
Whew! There is a stream over there.  
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I am thirsty.  
I am a little far, but I can still see my friends in the flock. 
I can’t hear them because of the stream but that is ok.
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I should go back now.  

The grass was good, and I am refreshed from the water.

OH WAIT!  I see dessert!  
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Yellow flowers, called dandelions, are my favorite.
Let me eat just a few. 
Too bad that the other sheep in the flock weren’t here enjoying this yellow flower.
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Sure, their grass was good to eat but was boring.
This is much more exciting. 
I have the whole field of dandelions to myself.  

Whoo hoo!
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There are more flowers on the other side of this small hill.  I think I will keep going.  I can’t see or hear the flock but I know how to get back.

Now that I am far, I have decided I don’t want to go back to the flock.  














If I went back, I would have to share all the grass and flowers with everyone.  I would also have to obey the shepherd and his rules.  
Out here, I have freedom!  I can eat what I want, I can go where I want, and I don’t have to share with anyone.  
This is better than being in the flock!
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I was born in that flock, I grew up in that flock, but now that I am grown up, I don’t need that flock anymore.  
I will make my own decisions.
Being free and full, 
I am taking a nap.
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Ok, my eyes are open, but I can’t see too much.  It must be nighttime because it is dark.
HOOOWWWL! 
Yikes!  Wolves must be nearby!
The fear and cold are making me shake.  
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The flock and shepherd have always protected me.  Where are they?  I don’t remember.  Will they accept me back to the flock?
I AM LOST!!!
Fear and cold are making me cry!
SHHHHHH…
I hear something coming toward me.
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That is the shepherd!


Is he going to punish me because I left the flock?  
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Thank You my Shepherd!  

You must love me because you never gave up looking for me.
 Now, I feel so safe being carried back to the flock.
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The shepherd has called together all his friends to celebrate that he found me safe!











The story of the lost sheep is what really happens to so many Christians who go astray.  They grow up in the church, they know the Good Shepherd, Jesus, and they don’t really plan on leaving the church.  They do start to wander a short distance away from the church.  
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  They might decide that they don’t need the spiritual feeding of the church.
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They will skip church, but they still see their brothers and sisters in Christ sometimes.

They will sleep in and not come to church for spiritual feeding. 
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They still know where the church is located.  After a while, they will decide that they don’t need the church, since they are doing fine without the church.
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Then a crisis happens, and often they are afraid to go back to church because they think that God will not accept them again.


















All of us are like sheep. We have wandered away from God.
    All of us have turned to our own way.

And the Lord has placed 
    the sins of all of us, on his servant (Jesus).

Isaiah 53:6
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But the Good Shepherd, Jesus, never gives up on them. 
He looks for them and wants them back.








When He went to the cross to take away all the sins of the world, it was for all people. The ones who have been in the flock all their lives, the ones who have left the flock, and the ones who have never been in the flock. 















[image: ]Jesus wants to save everyone and bring them home to heaven!
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